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Either, Neither, and Both: The Magic
Number 2

T H E  F O R E G R O U N D

What is this topic about?
This module covers the three essential words for choosing between exactly two options:
Either, Neither, and Both.

Why do people get confused?
Most learners forget the "Golden Rule of 2" or struggle with the subject-verb agreement when
combining singular and plural subjects.

Who is this for?
Ideal for intermediate students who want to sound more natural and precise in everyday
conversations.

Our Approach
We simplify these words into logical outcomes: 2 out of 2, 1 out of 2, or 0 out of 2.

The Introduction: Why This Matters
Mastering either, neither, and both is a shortcut to sounding like a native speaker. These words allow
you to express choices, preferences, and agreements with incredible efficiency. Instead of long,
clunky sentences, you can use these "magic" words to get straight to the point.

Many English learners mix these three tiny words up, but the secret to never making a mistake again
is the Magic Number 2. These words are only used when you are dealing with exactly two things. If
you have three or more, you need different words (like all, any, or none). Once you lock in this rule,
everything else becomes simple logic.



T H E  M A S T E R Y  F O R M U L A

BOTH = 2/2 | EITHER = 1/2 | NEITHER = 0/2
*Insight: Always count your options before you choose your word.*

1. Core Concept Deep Dive

Both (The "And" Logic)
Use both when you want everything on the table. It connects two positive options.

"I like both the blue shirt and the red one."
"Both of my parents are teachers."

Either (The "Or" Logic)
Use either when you are happy with one or the other. It shows that both options are acceptable to
you, so you don't mind which one is chosen.

"You can have either tea or coffee."
"Either day is fine for me."

Fluency Note: Saying "I don't like it either" is the exact same thing as saying "Me neither."
They are both perfect ways to agree with a negative statement!

Neither (The "Not" Logic)
Use neither when you want to reject both options. It’s a double negative in a single word.

"Neither of them arrived on time."
"I want neither the cake nor the ice cream."



2. Advanced Nuances

The "Next Door Neighbor" Rule
When using either... or or neither... nor, the verb must agree with the subject closest to it.

"Neither the teacher nor the students are ready." (Students = plural)
"Neither the students nor the teacher is ready." (Teacher = singular)

Pronunciation Masterclass
Natives use two different pronunciations for these words:

1. EE-ther / NEE-ther (Long "E" sound)
2. EYE-ther / NYE-ther (Long "I" sound)

Both are perfect. Choose the one that feels most natural to you!

NATIVE CORRECTION / MISTAKE ALERT

❌  "I don't like both of them." (Confusing)
✅  "I don't like **either** of them." or "I like **neither** of them."

3. Real-World Usage

Agreement: Me Too vs. Me Neither
Positive Statement: "I love this city." → "Me too."
Negative Statement: "I don't like cold weather." → "Me neither." (Or: "I don't like it either.")

Fluency Tip: Using "Me neither" correctly is one of the fastest ways to sound like a natural
speaker. It shows you understand the negative "vibe" of the conversation.



Mastery Workshop

PART 1: The Logic Check

Decide if the outcome is 0, 1, or 2, then choose your word.

1. I have two brothers. ______ of them are older than me.
2. I don't mind where we go. ______ restaurant is fine.
3. I'm not hungry. I want ______ food ______ drinks.

PART 2: Application

Write a sentence about two things you own that are "both" the same color.

The Final 10 Challenge
Test your mastery with these 10 targeted exercises. Try to complete them without looking
back at the notes!

1. ______ my sister and my brother live in London.
2. You can ______ stay here ______ come with us.
3. Neither my phone nor my keys ______ in my bag. (is/are)
4. "I've never been to Asia." - "Me ______."
5. ______ of the two movies was very good. We left early.
6. Does ______ of you have a pen I can borrow?
7. Either the boys or their father ______ going to win. (is/are)
8. I speak ______ Spanish ______ Italian. I only speak English.
9. ______ of my parents are coming to the party. (2 people)

10. "I hate waiting in line." - "Me ______."



The Logic & Explanation Key
(Scroll down to check your work)

1. Both: Two people doing the same thing.
2. Either... or: Giving a choice between two actions.
3. are: Keys (plural) is the closest neighbor.
4. neither: Agreeing with a negative ("never").
5. Neither: Zero out of two movies were good.
6. either: Asking if "one out of two" people has a pen.
7. is: Father (singular) is the closest neighbor.
8. neither... nor: Rejecting both languages.
9. Both: Both parents (2/2).
10. too: "Hate" is a positive verb (grammatically), so we agree with "too". Note: Even if the feeling is
negative, the sentence is positive.
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